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CHAPMAN, Victor Fuller 
 

Private, 15986 
"D" Coy., 7th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of birth: Weston Colville 
Cambridgeshire 
Date of death: Wednesday, 27th March 1918 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Pozieres Memorial 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 22 years 
 

Victor Fuller Chapman was born in Weston Colville, Cambridgeshire, in 1898.  His 
father, James, a native of that village, had been a soldier in the Suffolk Regiment, 
and in 1891 was stationed at the Regimental Depot in Bury St. Edmunds.  In 1891 
he married Martha Minns, who came from the nearby village of Higham, and they 
settled in Weston Colville.  His given name of Fuller comes from his paternal 
grandfather, Fuller Chapman, a carpenter (employer) from Chapel Road, Weston 
Colville. At the time of Victor’s birth, his father James was an under carpenter on a 
gentleman’s estate.  Two of Victor’s older siblings were also born in Weston Colville, 
William, in 1892, and Lucy in 1895. 
 
By 1901 the family was living in Great 
Wratting and two more children were born 
there - Frederick around 1902, and Alice 
around 1906.  James died in 1909, aged 41, 
‘a carpenter of Haverhill’, and was buried in 
Haverhill Cemetery on 25th September.  In 
1911 Martha was living with Victor, Frederick 
and Alice at 2 Crowland Yard, Haverhill and 
Victor, now 13, was a grocer’s errand boy.  
He was also a regular member of the 
Methodist Church and Sunday School. 

Crowland Yard: located between Nos 11 & 13 Crowland Road  

 
The South-West Suffolk Echo, in its regular Roll of Honour column, reported on 15th 
March 1915 that Victor, of Little Wratting, had volunteered for his father’s old 
regiment, the 8th Suffolks. Victor was later transferred to the 7th Battalion. 
 
During the German spring offensive of March 1918, Victor’s battalion was ordered to 
protect the river crossings at Albert.  On the afternoon of the 26th March, his 
company were deployed on the western outskirts of the town, between the roads 
leading to Millecourt and Amiens.  There was little time to dig trenches but the men 
took up positions on a railway line and cutting.  The Germans advanced through the 
town from the east in the late afternoon, but were repelled with heavy casualties.  
However, machine gunners and snipers in nearby houses fired on the Suffolks, 
inflicting severe losses.  The Germans also attempted to cut off the men on the 
railway line, but three enemy attacks were beaten off.  Even after the enemy 
captured the bridge over the railway, forcing a partial withdrawal, the line held and 
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the German advance was halted.  At 22.20 the Germans attacked in great strength 
and the bridgehead was lost. At 23:15 a counter attack was attempted by the 
remnants of 2 Platoon together with some from the 5th Northants. With a shortage of 
ammunition this proved to be an impossible challenge. The line was then withdrawn 
300 yards and the situation stabilised. The fighting continued through the night.  
Victor was hit by a machine gun bullet and died late on the 26th or early on the 27th. 
By the time the battalion was relieved on the 28th they had suffered 256 casualties, 
one platoon being reduced to three men. 
 

Unusually the war diary names all the Other Rank casualties for this action. Those 
killed and wounded are named for each Company, and from this we learn that Victor 
was in ‘D’ Coy.  
 

The South West Suffolk Echo of 27th April 1918 reported: 
‘Notification has been received that Pte. V.F.Chapman, Suffolk Regt., (of 
21a Hamlet Road, Haverhill) was killed in action on March 26th by a machine 
gun bullet, and that death was instantaneous.’  

 
Victor’s Company Commander wrote to his mother at 2 Little Cottages, Lt. Wratting: 

 
‘Allow me to convey to you the deepest sympathy of all ranks of this 
company in the loss of your son, Private V. F. Chapman, who was, 
unfortunately, killed on the evening of the 26th inst.  The loss of such a 
good soldier is indeed great, and I am sure it will be most difficult to 
replace him.  He was a man highly respected by both officers and men; 
one who could be relied upon to do his duty nobly and well.  It will console 
you to know that he suffered no pain, as he was killed instantly.’  

 

Of the seventy two men recorded being killed on 26th / 27th March 1918, only nine 
have identified graves. Since Du Ruvigny's Roll of Honour specifically records that 
Victor was buried at Albert we can only assume that he lies in the grave of one of the 
many unknown soldiers. 

 
Victor is commemorated on 
the Pozieres Memorial near 
Albert, the Methodist Church 
memorial and the war 
memorials of both Haverhill 
and Little Wratting. 
 

  

     
        Pozieres Memorial photo courtesy of CWGC 



Haverhill Roll Of Honour (1914-1919) 

 Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group  

 
 

 

 
 

The entry in Du Ruvigny's Roll of Honour for Victor Fuller Chapman reads: 
 

CHAPMAN, VICTOR FULLER, private, No.15986, 7th (Service) Battn. The 
Suffolk Regt., s. of the late James Chapman, by his wife, Martha (21A Hamlet 
Road, Haverhill, co.Suffolk), dau of James Minns; b. Weston Colville, 
co.Cambridge, 27 Sept.1897; educ. Haverhill aforesaid; enlisted 9 Nov.1914; 
served with the Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders from 22 July, 
1915 and was killed in action near Albert 26 March 1918. Buried at Albert. His 
Capt wrote:"The loss of such a good soldier is indeed great; I am sure it will 
be most difficult to replace him. He was a man highly respected by both 
officers and men, one that could be relied upon to do his duty nobly and well." 
Unm. 
 


